
Whose story do

we hear and

whose do we

listen to? 
The Dangers of a False Narrative 

An Author's Authentic Voice

Value over Volume

Application to Current Events

A false narrative is when somebody speaks from a point of view

other than their own. This can misrepresent information and mislead

an audience due to a speaker's lack of context and experience. 

 There is also a danger of changing  or misrepresenting information

or events as speakers often paint themselves in a positive light,

even  if it is unintentional.

One aspect to look for when learning about a person's culture or

experience is the author's voice. An author's personal experience greatly

influences how reliable they are. An author who has experience related to

what they are speaking about is more knowledgeable  than someone trying

to speak on behalf of another's experience. This can also influence the

context surrounding the characters or events in a story.

The loudest voices are not always the ones that we should listen to. Just because an author is

well known, for example, does not mean they are the most reliable source on the subject. It is

important to evaluate if the  voice we are trusting is knowledgable or just popular among

audiences. The voice of a person with experience should be valued over that of someone who

lacks experience, regardless of their popularity or privilege. This is not to say that popular,

louder voices should not be used to bring attention to other's, but it should be considered when

evaluating a source.

These concepts can be exemplified by white people speaking on behalf of Black Lives Matter

values. While white people can care about and support the movement, it is important to

listen to black people and their stories as they are able to speak from experience. This is

similar to any cultural or racial issue. Learning about a topic from people with first hand

experience can help build a better understanding of their point of view and values. 


